
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 22, 2019 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, 

 

In the last few weeks, we have been announcing at Masses and in the bulletin that our 

parish is organizing a second mission trip to Haiti. Last November, was our first trip as a parish 

down to Haiti. I am thankful to our parishioners David and Laura Fakier, who have been leading 

groups to Haiti for the last ten years. When I first arrived as pastor of Our Lady of the Rosary, 

they told me of the work they had been doing and asked me if I would be interested in organizing 

this for our parish. Within a year we were planning our first trip.  

 The first mission trip in November was an amazing experience for all who went. I think 

the most frequent description that I heard from those who came was: “life-changing!” While we 

were in Haiti, we lived out the Corporal Works of Mercy: feeding the hungry, giving drink to the 

thirsty, sheltering to the homeless, giving alms to the poor, and visiting the sick and the 

imprisoned. This focused ministry to people who live in such severe poverty is what made our 

trip so life-changing. The poverty that we experienced in Haiti is unlike what we see in our 

country. But we also experienced the joy, the gratitude, and the faith of the people we met; and 

we experienced the natural beauty of the country of Haiti. (To see some of the pictures from our 

trip, you can visit our website: https://olr-nola.org/haiti.)  

 While we were still there on our first trip, I decided that I wanted to make this mission 

trip a regular opportunity for our parish. We are now planning our next mission trip to Haiti, 

which will be January 13-20, 2020. The cost of $1600 includes all the expenses for the trip, 

travel, as well as room and board. To ensure that the trip can be filled, we are setting a sign-up 

deadline of Tuesday October 8
th

. I ask you to consider prayerfully joining us for this life-

changing mission trip to minister to the beautiful people of Haiti.  

 If you have any questions or if you want to sign up, email me or contact David and Laura 

Fakier (David: 985-804-3112 or Laura: 985-860-4311).  

 

        To Jesus through Mary, 

  
        Fr. Jonathan 

        jhemelt@arch-no.org 

 

 

p.s. In other news… FORMED.org (the online resource to which our parish subscribes) has 

updated their website and accessibility. See the back of this letter for info on how to access some 

of the best Catholic media on the internet – movies, videos, audio talks, and ebooks!  
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